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ALEX AWDER CUMMING; 
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Attempting to ſhew him, that it is/not. 
Blaſphemy to Jay, —— _ 

No Man can love GOD, awhile be 
locks on Him as a . who. will 


damn him. 


In which are intefſperſed 


Remarks upon Mr. Beur aus late 
5 kae nance. 
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BOSTON, Sep 100 . | 
Revd. Sir, 18 1 


ET WF laft May, Mr. | Ne 1 
form d me you heard me [preach 
Blaſphemy in an Evening Lecture; 
| — Rn not the 

of Love. ' On my telling y 
of it, a few Doe ter, you declared that 
_ preſſion was Blaſphemy. I reply'd, my —— 
was, That no Man can 1 while be looks on 
„him as aGod who will damn him.” Tou ſaid that 


was Blaſphemy and more to the famePurpoſe.— 


So that 1 fund, that, according to Mr. Cumming, 
I was, and had been a great Blaſphemer for many 
Years, ever ſince I preached the gor ien, Spe of 
tbe bleſſed Cod. And inaſmuch' as the Charge 
was new, and very heinous, it canhot be wonder d 
at that in hit Way ſome Application is made to 
you : The 1 have the 74 hn 


ww! # 
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* You tk no Ne of my wine lau 
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« that-I:ſhould 11 Fapere did. I. 
look on the Accuſation to be in f ſt Ge 
[uſp e ne, For, who am e 
ho are all the Men upon 22 
are . the Angels in Heaven, in 2 wich 
Jeſus, Chriſt y If Chriſt gs « 5 . tis no 
0 alf Cr 


great Matter, if the Hogoy es is 
laid in the Du. And as he who ſearcheth” the 


Hearts, and trieth the Reins, knows that I am now 
writing for him: 1 cannot be afraid of any Cen- 
1 nay, I cannot keep ou. my Mind! 
he pleaſing Expectation, that the Event will be 
s his Honour and Glory. DRY | 
The Opinion which you are fo zealous. for, as 
to make theDenial of it to rig we var ſimilar | 
to what, may be found in the. Writings-ef -Mr.s | 
Shepherd, via. T bat, ane muſt; By 1 5 0 4 
bs Wil F God, thi be, thinks be ſhed all n never partake” 
<« of bis, Love Abut periſh forever, 7 = At is; | 
blamigg Perſon for not rec Vi; Ja be diſpajed 
by Telus Chriſt 13. e. di 5448 10 60. Hell god, 
= Damnation. An what we read 
in Mr., Hooters. Writings, V2. Tix harſh: and- 
te redious, & long, eber the Soul be thus framed; 
« yet the Heart truly, abaſed, is content to, bear 
« the Eſtate of Pamnation.— And the Humbled 
Soul is content, ſatisfy' d, & well apa f God; 
« will leave. it in that n and. 6 1 ate. 
4 Eſtate into which it hath brought. feel, vo 
I ſay, your Divinity, is ike as Bae feat ally you 
carry, the Matter N Len, , For a 
Man's loving, God zehile be —_—_ op n ar Cd 
who, will damn him, "muſt be underſtood' k hat he 


loves 


- 


: 
b 


* * : 
„„ e 
® 


=- . 1 = 
3 
: * 
* * W — 1 FFP a Er EY - i . 2 : 
* 


2 
L Pp 
- : 
4 4 


= * 
4 # #3 o 
* 2 . 
* . « 
EY 
. 2 — 
" — * 
— — 2 
_- 


. „„ 333³ „ „«ͤc 69 2 


Id. TI Preſgce 10 Real er — 


wn 8 * 
— * —— at. 
g : , oo oY nA one oe eo oe eromoonts = 


n 


pod his Y w+ . 
* . % „ 


n . 


9 . 1 C0 
* . ry . 


24 


& 7 EY 


8 No us Love 10 God | 
2 bt b L_ che Man ntvft be ſup⸗ 
0 deſight himſelf in a damning God, to 
6 be dee ere . thinking that 3 will 
in 4 5 f d Time cauſe bim 5 79 0 the Lengtunre 
ee Fire f ers erf proy” Sit, where did you 
learn ſuch dreadful Divinuy! The 3 — 
knows nothing of it. God's? Word dom t 'repte- 
ſcht Him as the Object of Love, cobfder d is 4 
God chat win damn us: Höt us a pardeming God 
thre? Feſay/Chriſt, who' bore our Sins in H 
Body n the Tree, and bath made Peate. for ut by 
tbe” Blood. of bis: Croſt. God 'prochims himſelf 75 
be the e gracious and mertiful, i 
Ini qiity 2575 nd Sin. He is:*hn-Chrif, 
Hedvncala Drs; rely t bimpelf, rot inrputties: thetr 
Ti e i them: © He tells us that. be Jeet = 
Ungolly 5 hav the worſt gr Sinners art * 
bis EAG, 2s *uftoniſbed O'ye Henvutns 2 
this God brſeetbes, and Chrift *prays re . 
recoitciled 4% Cod 1 2 left any Sinner 
mould 128 diſcouraged bg Ran the gredt- 
neſs of h vs he tens us chat "he! barb n 
um 10 U. r 1. hho e 10 Sin, that "we 


might be the Rig hteonſutſs 1 — Do 
4: Let not an 1 fear comi 


ee e 7 


80 der "Bale r nave < Sil — — — 
manifeſted 'ygur Concurrgnee, explains the D 


t This is fair:.Reaſonihg : But if hers or elſewhere, the 
- ſhould think otherwiſe, he is defired to impute 


5 A = 5 of [adgment, and not want 
rn or ere is BOTRID to 
A "to' bear, as the Suſpici A 0 
1 2 Cor, chap. 5. ver. Us, 21. 
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Son a Secriice far Sin, that they * 1 
Righceouſnels of their own, nothing but Sin, 
might be accepted as righteous in the Sight ot 
God for his fake. Todraw out our Hearts in love 
to him, he tells how ready he is to pardon and 
paſs by our Tranſgreſſions, and that he is full of 
Love and Kindnefz thro”. Tefus Chriſt the Son of 
his Love..; He ſtyles himſelf Love. Gd it 
Love,“ God i in Chriſt is Love, an Ocean of 
Love, without any Bottom, and and without, any 
Shore. And accordingly we are ſaid to love 
him, becauſe he loved us firſt, + The Love and 
Kindneſs of God our Saviour appearing to us, 
by his Word and Spirit, we return love for love. 
This muſt not be underſtood as if the Sinnen 
when · he comes to God in Chriſt, loves him ule | 
for his.\Mercy...and, Lone. No; viewing him 
a5 4 God in Cbriſt, the, ſame holy, illuminating 
Spirit,. which gives us this. View, cauſes us to ſee 
him aggrable-and-amiable in all the Perfection 
of his Nature. The Ferſap loves him Fan holy, 
juſt and terrible (God, who. taketh * 
into whoſe Hands tis a fearful thing to and 
into whoſe dreadful Hands he oufe have fallen, 
had it not heen for Jeſus the Mediator. Our 
Doecvine is well exprefied by Dr. Owen, Upon 
chat View, ſays hes. which we have by ſpixitual- 
6 Licht and Faith of the divine Goodneſs, ex- 
in the Way before deſcribed, our 
« Souls: do- approve of all that is in God, ap- 
* plaud it, adore it, and acquieſce in it.. Ir is 
therefore 2 gray Fatale in Mr. Beliany, that he 
7 =: % 4 wh re teſents 


2 N 2 ASD 
i e357 0 f ap. 4 Ver. *. t Ver. 2 
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Dead. *Tis | hohourable for you, 8 
ſuppaſed, that white "bis 


9: 1 


thoſe who differ from him, as holding 
that we love God only for loving us. Meſſi'rs 
Boſton, Erſkines, Marſhall, and Hervey, were they 
now living, would ſooner die than defend that 
wicked Tenet. * But to return from what hach 
been mentioned (a great Part of the Bible might 
have been mentioned) it appears you could 
not learn your Divinity from the Bible. The 
Apoſtles were Stangers to it. *Tis plain as the 
Meridian Sun, from Paul's Writings, that he 
never thought Men could love God, while they 
looked on him as a God who would damn them 
forever : And that he took no other Way to 
bring Men to love God, than beſeeching by the 
Mercies of God, & drawing them with the Cords 
of Love. Pauls 7 was blaſphemous in 


your Senſe : Nay, if your ine is true, Paul 
<8 war 


It might eaſily be proved by their Writings, that they 
— reject hee libertiae Doctrine. Mr Cutworth 
in that very Piece, which he oppoſes, over and over 
aſſerts, that a trae Lover of loves him for all 
| his PerfeRtions : His Doctrine is, that we don't love 
him for any Perfection, till we love him «as a Gd 


in Chriſt, and then we ſee and love all his Perſections 


ther. He who is now writing, was 5 
ad at by Mr. Bellamy : For he eat him he had 
rocured all his controverſial Writings from Be/on.— 
ell, he had theſe Words before him (in the Pamphlet 
entitled, What i; Chrift to me, if be in not mine ) 
Thoſe who love God only for loving them, are af 
Haters of God How ftrong the fon ! Aed yet 
he, with the others, muſt be ſet forth to the Publick, as 
holding, that ave love God only for loving us. Never 
was greater | Injuſtice to the non” + and to 
, 1 ou 


to have 
you 


*'F 


ſome Regret to ſee d Charge bet g and 
7 to ſee © an nnd 
repeated d many Times,  _ | 


| 


110 } 
was a greater Blaſphemer after his Conver fion, than 
be was before. And after the way which you 
call Blaſphemy, Chriſt's Miniſters have been 
preaching from the Beginning. It ſeems to have 
been a ſettled Point with them, that there was 
no loving God as a God“ which would damn 
and deſtroy us; but as a God in Chriſt, willing 

to pardon us, and make us happy forever. 
Many Centuries ago, holy Bernard expreſſed his 
Sentiments in the following Words: Vermis 
viliſſimus, et odio digniſimus ſempiterno, confidit 
amari quia ſenti mare; imo quia præſentit 
Amari redamare confunditur. ; 1. e. © the vileſt of 
« all Worms, and the moft worthy ef eternal 
Hatred, truſts that he is loved becauſe he per- 
„ ceives he loves God: Nay, becauſe he per- 
« ceives God loved him firſt, his Ingenuity eon- 
« ſtrains him to love again.“ —So Melanchton af- 
terwards—U: dilefiio oriatur, necelſe eft. præcedere 
idem, boc eſt. fduica miſericordiæ Non exiſtere 
poteſt dilectio nifi fit apprebenſa remiſſio ; i. e.— 
<« that Love ſhould ſpring up in the Soul, tis 
| « neceſſary there ſhould be Faith; that is a 
* Perſuaſion of God's Mercy, Love cannot 
<« exiſt without the Apprehenſion of the Fargive- 

"0 “ neſs of Sin.” e 
1 Thoſe 


— ah _——_——w. * a. , } 1 
—— — — "1" * 4 
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I am forced in the Cqurſe of this Argument, to mention 
the Name of God; oftner than otherwiſe I ſhould chuſe ; 
. tho” I defire always to do it with Fe. "godly 


- Fear. There is one Thing in which r- Bellamy ought 
not to be imitated by any of us; that is, the great Free- 
dom which he takes with Alnighy God in the Heat of 
diſpating. The Goth Page of his Supplement, mull be 
1x Nhocking to many of bis Readers... NY © 


n 195% KN 
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Thoſe who. are acquainted with the. Writings 


| of Luther and Calvin, know that this was a car- 


dinal Point, that God cannot be loved by us, 
unleſs we bave by Faith a Perſuaſion of God's 
Love and Mercy to, us in Chriſt Jeſus : Nome 
did they, nor any of the Reformers dream, that 
Men . muſt firſt love God, as a God who will 
damn them, and afterwards believe in Chriſt.— 
The Church of Scotland aſſerts,“ That a Man 
+ firſt ſees Chriſt's Blood, by Faith, to quiet 
& Juſtice, then the Conſcience becomes iet 
« alſo; that he loves God for the free Gif: of 
* Juſtification, and yields Obedience from — 
76 Principle,” # Nay, all Churches in Eur 
and elſewhere, ſettled on theProteſtant F ound, 
tion, are like-minded : If they hold perſonal 
Confidence in juſtifying Faith, the good old 
Proteſtant Doctrine, one may ſee in a Moment, 
that they can't hold with you and Mr. Bellamy, 
that Men love God while | they look on him as'a 
God who will damn them. 
| Out of the great Number of noted Authors, 
which might be mentioned, let me ſelect two or 
three, whom I have lately had Opportunity to 
peruſe. And fince you ſo often recommend Dr., 
Owen to your Hearers, I ſhall be ſomething; par- 
ticular in giving you his Sentiments. is 
really, Sir, againſt you, as in the Doctrines of 
Faith and Repentance, ſo alſo in the Doctrine of 
the Love of God, He ſaith, ** Infinite. Goodneſs, 
d exexting itſelf in all that Mercy, Grace, Faith- 
* fulneſs, and Bounty, which are neceſſary for 
© our n and e in our preſent Con- 
| Eraſe "Wl « dition, 


pO OT 


® See Praftical Vee of ſaving — annexed 0 0 


— — 
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* infinitely good and gracious, /o 4s Jo be the only | 
« Object of divine Love. Before, and without 


[ 12 J 


& dition, is the proper Objef of Love. That ſince 
< the paſling of Sin, and Death, and Miſery upon 
<« us, our Love can find no Amiableneſs in any 
« Goodneſs, no Reſt, or Complacancy in any, 
* but what is effectual in that Grace and Mercy 
by Chriſt, which we ſtand in need of for our 
< preſent Recovery and future Reward ; Nor 
* doth God require of us that we ſhopld love him 
* gtherwile, but as he is in Chriſt reconciling the 
World to himſelf ; So the Apoſtle tells us, 
“God ſent his Son into the World, that we 
might live thro' him: Herein is Love, not 
te that we loved God, but that he loved us: And 
e we have known and believed the Love which 
God hath to us.—God is Love, of a Nature 


— 


* ſuch a View of God, he ſaith, we do not, we 


cannot love God, God's Loye is the Spring 


te and-Cauſe, and Fountain of all our Love to 
* him. Love unto Chriſt (faith he) and unto 
God in him, becauſe of his Love to us, is the 
principal Inſtance of divine Eove, the Touch- 
« ſtone of its Reality and Sincerity.“ 80 far, 
ſo very far was that great Divine from your 
Sentiments, that Men love God while they look 
on him as a damning God, and that tis Blaſphemy 
to deny this. Dr. Owen was a great Blaſphemer, 
according to Mr. Cumming : And *tis not likely 
you will recommend him any mare. 
Dr. Reynolds alſo muſt come under the ſame 


Condemnation ; for he ſaith, *Till by Faith 


ve are throughly perſuaded of Chriſt's Love 


a 4 
1 


* See Dr. Owen on the Perſon of Chrift, Chap. XIII. 
„ TROY 


L „ 1 


to us, we can never love him again. Faith 


having revealed in our Hearts the Love of 


* God in Chriſt, doth inkindle into — a re- 
„ ciprocal Love again.— The Father and Son 
did by cheir — Love provoke ours.” Dr. 
Preſton 18 alſo y hke-minded ; + When 
« Man ſhall on — (faith he) as one who 
* may hate him for any thing he knows, who 
* may be an Enemy to him one Day, he can 
e never love him heartily.” Thoſe who are ac- 

uainted with his Writings, know *tis what he 
— inſiſts upon, that we can't love God, 
only as we apprehend his Love by Faith.—80 
alſo that eminent Scotch Divine, Mr. Rollock,ex- 
preſſes himſelf :— © Becauſe he · embraceth us ſo 
c friendly with his Love, therefore we love him: 
« If the Senſe of the Love of God in Jeſus Chriſt 
were not in us firſt wrought, we ſhould never 
„love him.” 

Dr. Watts (on the Love of God) is ve 
obſervable to this Purpoſe : He ſaith, Un] 2 
« we ſee God, as an all- ſufficient Good, we ſhall 
never love him with our whole Hearts —The 
« affetionate and ſupreme Love of God, ſup- 

** poſes ſome Hopes of an Intereſt to bende 
*in his Favour, and the higheſt Advantages to 
<« be derived from him — The Devil (ſaith he) 
*« knows more of the tranſcendent Worth and 
*« Excellency of God, than the wiſeſt and beſt of 
«* Mortals here on Earth: But be knows there 
is no Hope for him to obtain an Intereſt in his 
6 Fayour, and therefore he continues in his old 
« Enmity.. His Rebellion hath cut him off from 
& Ik I of the divine oaks? and there- 


Ti% — — — 
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fore 
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* fofe he cannot love this God of infinite Worth 
* and Excellency. Hope is the moſt alluring 
Spring of Love: We love him, becauſe o 
hope he hath, or will love us. When we hope 
< or believe the Lord is our God, we cannot but 
« love him: I cannot forbear, on this Occaſion, 
mentioning to you Dr. Sewall's Sermon on the 
Love of God. He tells us, that the Object of 
Love 1s what is apprehended to be Good to us: 
And that Love to God is a Grace of the Spirit, 
whereby we eſteem & deſire him above all, and 
_ cleave to him as our chief Good, with holy Delight 
from a ſpiritual Senſe af his moſt amiable. Fer- 
fections: So that according to him, no Man can 
love Gcd while be looks on him as a God who will 
damn. him, In a Word, all Divines in a Manner, 
tho' differing in other Points, agree in this, that 
in order to our loving God, we muſt ſee him as 
a God in Chriſt, willing to forgive us, and make 
us eternally bleſſed. Mr. Fir min ſaith, he knew 
but of two Writers who maintained it to be ge- 
ceſſary for Men to be reconciled to Damnation: 
And I believe you will fcarcely find a Triumvirate 
who will join with you, in ſaying, tis Blaſphemy 
to hold no Man can love God, while he looks 
on him as a God who will damn him. A modeſt 
Objection therefore againſt our Doctrine would 
have been more decent, than to have pronounced 
it Blaſphemy : For at this Rate, all thoſe Mi- 
niſters and private Chriſtians Who do not join 
with you (i. e. almoſt every Body) are Blaſphe- 
mers.“ Nor is it to be wonder'd at mae tc 
D | 0 4 .* RAVE 
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. F or if; as bo ſay tis Blaſphemy, to hold that a Man en- 
not love God while he looks on him as a = 2 
< gamn him; then, according to Mr. Cxmming,all who hd 
this, are really Blaſphemers. There is no eved:ng chis. 


= 


1 rs 1] 
have almoſt-no Body with you in your Tenet : [1 
For *tis big with Abſurdity, — of dangerous 
Conſequence to the oouls of Men. | 
In the firſt Place, this Love to God in whom 4 
Men fee their own eternal Deſtruction, is a /d * 
Love; and therefore cannot be divine. The 1 
Perſon muſt be ſuppoſed to love God before he 
hath a Sight of him, certainly before he hath a 
View of his n beſeechei God to ſbetu 
a him bis Glory: God tells him he will canſe all 


d his Gobaneſs FA paſs before him. Exod. xxxiii. 18,” 1 
t 19. On which Mr. Henry makes a natural Re- 14 


h 
8 
© 
© 
© 
„ 
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mark, © That God's Goodneks i is his Glory, & he 4 
1 e would have us know him more by the Glory of ( 
1 his Mercy, than by the Glory of his Majefty.” ; 


3 But accordiag to vou, Sir, not the glorious Goo. { 
neſs of God in Jeſus Chriſt, but his>amazing and i 4 
everlaſting Wrath paſſes before the Sinner, when | 


7 
r 
8 | ; 
e he firſt ſees God ſo as to love him. Tho' he | 
V knows he is undone without God, he expects no 5 
. more from his infini;e Goodneſs, than he would 
t do if he thought there was no Goodneſs in him: 
e Nay, he thinks at the Time, that tho' Chriſt died | 
7 for the chief of Sinners; he that made him will | 
$ have no Mercy on bim, and he that formed him will 5 
b fhew him no Favour. In this View, he ſees the 14 
great and terrible God, when his Heart is drawn 
! out fo love and delight i in him.—And 1 think ir j 
would not be conſiſtent with common Senle, to | 
ſap, that ſuch a dreadful Sight of God, is wbar | 
is meant, when God ſaid to Moſes ; J will cauſe 
all my Goegneſs to paſs: before thee. 

Again, you are obliged to hold Santification 
before 7uftification, which calviniſtical and pro- 
t Divines have all along been LR, bear- 
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ing Teſtimony againſt. For, if a Man loves God; 
and delights in him, while he looks on him as a 
God who will damm him, he hath no Faith (no 
one will ſay tis Faith in Chriſt to believe we ſhall 
never be ſaved by him) and is yet unjuſtifyed; 
tho? he is ſanQifyed : So that he is now a gra- 
cious, godly Unbeliever; * You, Sir, are anſwer- 
able for theAbſurdity. Inſpired Paul faith, God 
juſtifies the Ungodly.+F Mr. Cumming, and Mr. 
Bellamy, ſay no; God juſtifies only the Godly i 
Men muſt f7 ft be godly, and then they are pre- 
pared to come to Jeſps Chriſt for Juſtification. 
Another thing which may juſtly be objected 
againſt your Scheme is, that whereas the Scrip- 
ture makes but one Way of Juſtification, you are 
obliged to make 7tvo eſſentially different the one 
from the other. We are told in the Oracles of 
Truth, that beholding the Glory of God, 1. e. 
in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt, we are changed into 
tbe ſame Image; that Mens Hearts are purifyed 
by Faith ; and that we are begotten by -the Word 
of Truth. Believing the Goſpel of Truth, we 
are regenerated, or renewed in the Spirit of our 
Minds. The Goſpel Method of Sanctification, 
Dr. Owen well obſerves, is, That Abſolution, 
« Acquitment or Pardon, is the Foundation of 
the Communication of all ſaving Grace _ 


* —_. —_—_ a * 


Were the Man to die in that Infant, what would he- 
come of him ? He could not go to Heaven, hecavuſe 
an Unbeliever : He could not go to Hell, becauſe 
holy And we Proteſtants have no Purgatory, , 

+ Rom. iv. * edits 2 ere 
That thoſe whom, Pau/ call Cagedg. were realy gs 
'Perſoris, muſt be very ſurprizing ! But the San Joon 

in need of it. 155 wy 
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Sanctification by Faith, or believing the Grace 
of God in the Goſpel, which appears to be the 


only Method of Sanctification, you do not deny: 


But then you are forced to get another way of 


Sanctification; beeauſe to loveGod,asa damning 
God, and to delight in him, is Sanctification, and 
yet this is before Faith : This Sanctification don't 
come by the Goſpel, or Word of Truth : For 


that can operate no way but by being believed; 


itmuſt therefore be by immediate Revelation. And 


accordingly, Mr. Bellamy declares, that SanCtifi- 


cation, whcih ſome call Regeneration, which is 
before Faith, 1s neither by the Law, nor by the 
Goſpel ; but by the immediate Influences 
of the holy Spirit. F Here we have the Spirit 

operating, ithout the Word ! Doth not this 
border, on Familiſm and Quakeriſm;? This is 
Myſticar with a Witneſs ; Darkneſs that muy be 


Fell. 4 


And then, according to your ſtrange Divinity, 


the Soul is united to od, while the Perſon is 


an Unbeliever.—Were you to ſearch the Bible 
through, you would find none united to God, 
but Believers. But according to you, Sir, all 


Perſons are united to God, while Unbelievers. 


They love him before they believe; when tbey 

judge he will * to them a r Fire, Now- 
Cc. Love 

HS 


— — 4 th * * 
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® See Dr. Owen on Plal. 130. pag. $47+ :: 
"Y Supplement. Pag. 239. \ 


t Tie Love to this My#erious Darkne/+, Which 
unites rigid Separatitts to a' Miniſter, tho” I 


Things they arc uot like-mindedsr ON | 


| / 


& the Soul, and fo proceeded all Grace in the 


[ 18 J 


Love implies Union. The Soul of Jenatban was 
knit to the Soul of David by Love. And the 
Lover of God is one with God by Love: He 
that loveth dwelleth in God. Thus the Souls of 
Believers are united to God, to God the Father ; 
I think not to God the Son yet. Love to God 
who will damn the Sinner, ſeems to p 8 
to approach to Chriſt: Tho he himſelf tells us, 
that the Father and He are ſeen and kown, and 
conſequently, loved together. * 

But to go forwards: There muſt be an Ab- 
ſurdity in your Tenet ; tis impoſſible in the Na- 
ture of theThing, for a Man to love that in which 
he ſees his own eternalTorment. The Principle 
of Self-Preſervation always remains: NoManever 
yet hated his own Fleſh, his own Self, ſo as to be 
reconciled to everlaſting Miſery. | 

To omit other Paſſages ;— thoſe moving 
Queſtions in the Prophet /atah, evince the Point: 
Who among us ſhall dwell with devouring Fire 
Abo among us ſhall dwell with everlaſting. Burn- 
ings ? ff it be ſaid, they were not "Saints, but 
Sinners in Zion, Hypocrites, that ſhudder'd at 
the Thoughts of everlaſting Burnings. Pray, 
what Sort of Perſons are they whom you ſuppoſe 
ſo eaſy at the Thoughts of devouring Fire, 
and everlaſting Burnings ? They are not Saints- 
yet, for they have not yet believed : And the 
Goſpel allows none to be Saints but Believers ; 
but are a middle Sort of Perſons between both.— 
| However, tho? they are not Saints, for Sublimity 
of Affection, they excel the Saints themſelves. — 
The latter love God who loved them firſt, and re- 

| | turn 


: 


Joh. XIV. ver. 7, 9. 
+ Iſaiah XXXIII. ver. 14 
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turn Love for Love. But O! how exalted is the 
Religion of the ferner They are reconciled to 
an everlaſling Enemy, and return Love fer Hatred i 
And what great /ooſers will they be, when they 
win Chriſt ! Their Love will be a fort of low and 
ordinary Love, compared to what it was before. — 


Nay, Ilook on the Attainment, if it were poſſible, 
to be a wicked Attainment —As Mr. Cudworth 
well obſerves, © It muſt be our Duty always to 
ce love gur ſelues; becauſe we are always to love 
our Neighbour, and to love him by this Rule, 
« as the do ourſelves.” If any Man ſhould be diſre- 
gardtul of bis Body, not caring if it periſhed ; 
it would be Suicide in the Sight of God, And 
ſo, if any Perſon doth not care what becomes of 
bis Soul, nay, thinks with Pleaſure of it's eternal 
Deſtruction, he is a Soul-Murderer before God. 
God dan't require that we ſhould be willing to 
periſh; but that we ſhould ſee that we don it periſh; 
that we flee from the Wrath to come, by laying 
bold on the Hope ſet before us. As ſoon as we 
ſee we have deſtroy'd ourſelves, we ſhould fly to 
him in whom our Help is found, He woyld have 
us glorify God, and erjoy him forever: And 
not pleaſe ourſelves with the wicked Notion of 
glorifying God, and being miſerable forever. * 

C 2 And 

— — — — — * — 3 
* A willingneſs to be damned (faith Mr. Willard) I 
inconſiſtent with a true Defire that God may be glori- 

« hed ; becauſe it ſeparateth thoſe Things which God 

| ** hath mace inſeperable ; it ſuppoſeth a claſhing in the 
very Order which God hath put between the End and 

„the Means: lt mult therefore preſume a Conſent that 

„God ſhould be fa'ſe to his Word and Promiſe, which 
- © militates againſt his Glory ; or elſe a Willingneſs 30 

40 neglect the Duties to which the Promiſe is made; 
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And if any melancholy Perſons could be per- 
ſuaded to this, they would only be perſuaded to 
deſpiſe their own Souls, and to trample upon the. 
Blood of the Sou of God. 

This brings me to the main Objection I have 
againſt your, and Mr. Bel/amy's Doctrine, viz. 
that by it People are not led to Chrift, but from 

Chriſt; led intoLabyrinths of Enthuſiaiſm, Dark- 
nefs and Deſpair. What an hamper'd Goſpel 
muſt any Miniſter preach on your Plan? Not 

one Word of free Grace muſt ever come from 
his Lips. If he ſpeaks of the free Grace of God 
in the Goſpel, he muſt do it in ſuch'a Senſe, that 
Grate will be no more Grace. If he calls upon a 
Sinner in the Language of Pau! to the Faylor, to 
believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt and be ſaved; to be 
conſiſtent and open, he muſt tell him, that if he 
would believe on Chriſt, /o as to be ſaved by vim, 
he muſt ft believe he ſhall never be ſaved by him; 

and love God as a Being who will 'deftroy him 
in Hell forever, and thereby he will be 3 Mons 
to believe to the ſaving of his Soul. No one can 


think 


* —_—_— * 


— 


@ This 5 is. not overſtraining. A Man's loving God while * 
looks on him as a Being who will damn him, implies a 
Belicf that he ſhall never be ſaved by Chriſt. ”Fis ab- 

ſolutely neceſſary therefore, according to that Scheme, 
that a Man ſhould believe his own Damnation, becauſe 
that Lowe is before Faith. And ſuch a Miniſter would 
he true to his Principle, if he endeavoured with all his 
Mig hr, to make poor Souls believe Chrif died in vain 

as to-them. Nay, it would be his Duty to promote this 
Unbelief (which would be very pleaſing to the Devil) 
becauſe, without it, he judges there can be no ſaving 
Faith. You, Sir, ought to try in all your Preaching, to 
romote this Unbelief, if you you hold faſt Mr. Bellamy's 
octrine, and will not let it go. How bad then muſt 


n 


— _——— 


1 WY 
think that Paul, as- great a Divine as he 


knew any thing of this myſtical Divinity. Such 
a Miniſter will preach only an abſolute God: Nolo 


Deum Abſolutum, ſaid Luther :—He trembled, 
and well may every one alſo) at the Thoughts 
of an abſolute God. The Commiſſion given to 
Miniſters, is to preach a God in Chriſt See 2 Cor. 
v. 18, 19. And hath given to us the Miniſtry 
Reconciliation, viz. that God was IN CHRIST. 
reconciling the World to bimſelf. Nor, hath any 
Miniſter, according to this Commiſſion, any . 
Buſineſs to preach 4 God, without a Chriſt. But 
according to the new Theology, God andChrift are 
kept at a Diſtance, a great Diſtance. The Sin- 
ner muſt firſt try what he can do with the Cre- 
ator, without the Redeemer : And when he is 
brought by ſome Means or other to love the 
Creator, the damning Creator, who, he —— 
will damn him for ever, he is then prepa 
have to do with the Redeemer. This is not ks 
Preaching «which God bids bis Miniſters preach.— 
Jonah in. 2. Nay, the great God may ſay, / 
commanded them not to preach ſo; neither a it 
ever come into my Heart. 
And what is like to be the Effect of nick 
Preaching ? ? Not Peace and Comfort, and | 
in the bol Gboſt: For as this is another Go T 
quite different from Paul's, the Effects of it muſt 
be as different. The awakened Soul will get no 
Relief from the Hope of the Goſpel ; no Com- 
fort from theCanſolotion of Iſrael. God's juſtifying 
the Ungodly , Chriſt's inviting the weary and heavy - 
laden to come to bimfor Reſt, &c. make nolmpreſſion. 
If he reads, or at any time hears ſuch glad Tidingt 
of great Fey ; he will ſay within himlelf, theſe are 
| clad Tidings far Ne for 1 chat are preared, \ 


* 


er 
but not for me. I am not humbled endugh yet; I 
can't bear the Thoughts of Hell-Fire; I can't love 
* a damning God: If I thoughtGod would ſend me 
Y to Hell this Moment, my Heart would riſe againſt 
39 him. So the poor Soul will be like the deaf 
n Adder, to the Charms of the Goſpel; and will 
| keep putting Chriſt from him, becauſe he is told 
| | he is not yet humble enough to receive bim,—In- 
1 ſtead of looking out of bimſelf for Salvation; his 
iS Buſineſs will be to keep looting within for the 
lf horrible Preparation ; till at length, not being able 
| | to get the unattainable Attainment, he will be 
BE brought to the very Borders of Deſpair, 
= And if in the Diſtreſs & Anguiſh of his Heart, 
18 he applies himſelf ro the Miniſter :—A miſerabie 
* Comforter muſt he be to him !-—He will not tell 

him to behold the Lamb of God which taketh a- 
way the Sins of the World :—That if he can't come 
to Chriſt as a Saint, he ſhould come as a Sinner; 
| and that that is the Way to be a.Saint,—His 
1715 Plan will not let him talk to him, like the evan- 
3 gelical Dr. Owen ; — telling him, © That to be- 
« lieve in Chriſt, and the Remiſſion of Sins thro” 
< his Blood, is the firſt thing convinced Sinners 
| <* are called to; That they are firſt to believe, 
1 <* that Remiſſion of Sins is tender'd to them in 
<* the Blood of Chriſt, and chat by him (bad as 
they are, without getting any recommending 
* Qualification, or further Preparation) they may # 
* now be jultifyed from all Things, from which 
* they could not be juſtifyed by the Law: That 
<* if they forbear to act Faith upon free Forgive- 
< nels, *till they are Regenerate, they may, and 
* probably will come ſhort of Forgiveneſs, and 
Regeneration alſo.” Perhaps theMiniſter ſee- 
ing ſo great a Burden upon him, will lay 2 

5 4 


Tv 
Load; hoping by increaſing hisDiſtreſs,to haſten 


his Converſion, which was once a very common, 
tho” a very une vangelical Practice. He would keep 
to his Principle, if he told him, his uncircum- 
ciſed Heart was not humbled; that if he felt 
right towards God, it would not ſeem fuch a 
fearful thing to fall into his Hands. Deſtruction 
from the Lord would be no Terror to him : He 
would be dumb and not open his Mouth, and 
accept the Puniſhment of his Iniquity, and even 
love God, who for his own Glory, made him a 
Monument of his everlaſting Wrath ; that' he 
muſt be brought to this ſome Time or other ; 
or elſe, no Chrift, no Heaven for him. 

If he ſhould aſk the Miniſter's Advice about 
Prayer ; and particularly, whether he would have 
him pray to God, for Chriſt's ſake, to forgive 
his Sins. If he allows him to pray at all, he 
muſt, to be true to the Cauſe, tell him, that if 
he will pray for Forgiveneſs in the Name of 
Chriſt, he muſt not have one Thought, that God, 
for Chriſt's ſake, will forgive him ; becauſe all 
true Religion begins with looking on (and loving) 
God, as an unforgiving, unpardoning * 

| Thus 


8 
— 


+ Many high Attainers thro” the Lanc, hold that ancon- 
verted Perſons ſhould not pray; and that when they do, 
they de not pray to God, e. Your Principle, Sir, obliges 

ou to join with them. According to ourReligion, there 

is no Difficulty in exhorting ſuch Perſons to pray: Be. 

. cauſe ii begins with Confidence in the Morey 6 God thre 
Fejus Chrift. But you, and others who hold Religion 
don't begin with Confidence, can't bid chem to pray; be- 
cauſe this is bidding them to begin their Religion with 
Confidence, For to tell them to prays and at the ſame 
Time tg tell them, they muſt not have one Thought that 

| God, for Chriſt's ſake, will hear their Prayers (which is 
. what your Pripciple direQs you to ſay to them) would be 
no better than bidding them not to pray at all, 


MN l 24 ] N 
: Thus, poor Creatures are led from Chriſt, and 
all Peace and Comfort; and being too deeply 
wounded to return to the World & Vanity, * 

ine away in Deſpair, and ſay, they are cut o 
4 their Parts, and as for them there is no- 
Hope. 1 | 
Mir. Firmin, juſtly repreſents this as the Con- 

ſequence of ſuch Preaching, an hundred Vears 
go:“ Now when the awaken'd Sinner, faith 
he, in bis Way to Chriſt, meets with theſe / 
* Leſſons, and begins to meditate upon them; 
e muſt I be quiet, tho' God will never give me 
his Love? Muſt I be content, tho God will 
„ never ſhew or manifeſt his Grace to me or in 
me? Muſt I be content to bear the State of 
Damnation? Well apaid, ſatisfyed, tho' God 
<« leave me in it.“ O what Work do theſe make 
$ in a poor, loſt, diſtreſſed, undoneSinner ! Here 
are Blocks for me to get over. If theſeThings 
ce be true, I muſt never look to come to the City 
* of Refuge, but muſt die in the Way, and be 
e damned forever.“ He gives Inſtances of 
Perſons brought to the Bonden of Deſpair * 
ſuch Preaching ; and godly People, Miniſters, 
and others, have been lamenting for an hundred 
Years, that ſuch Divinity was ever broached :— 
Nay, this darling Tenet is not only diſtreſſing 
and deſtroying to awaken'd Sinners, ar wy 

| F u 
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Introduction to Real Chriſtian. 

+ Dr: Increaſe Mather ſaith, There have been ſome, 
who have maintained, that a Man is not ſufficiently 
© « prepared for Chriſt, except he be bro't to that Paſs, 
© * as out of Reſpect to the Will and Glory of God, to 
be content to be damned eternally.” —Horrid Aſſer- 


1 116 


tion Preface to Guide to Chriſt...— 


(23: 1 


bereful to the Santi of the;moſt High'> lt will 
cauſe an Horror of Darkneſs to fall upon the Chil : 
dren of Light! 1 charitably believe, yd; agcardy 
ing to aur you have — — 
an in your whole | 
examine them to i, telling ghee wer 
they ha certainly bavehad the 


— 
Beginning of it; and allReligion begins with lay- 
ing God as a God ho will damn us. And were 
you to aſſe them, whether they ever Rnew the 
Time vrhen they thought God would make 
Monuments of his everlaſting Ve 55 
that at the ſame time they loved: him who lived 
forever to make them miſerable forever ?-—They 
would all with one Conſent, ſay, they never vere 
ted with ſuch dreadful Experiences 6 
L wiſh, Sir, that you may ſee the pernicious and 
deſtructive Tendency of your Doctrine of the 
Love of God. Would to God, that while you 


eceſſity of a better Rightebnſneſs chan our o 
yon could ſee your Way clear, to preach che 


which they are welcome to, — the: befatet 
mentioned Attainment, ar any other legal Qua- 
lfication.And if at the ſame; Time, you rarned 
Profeſſors, not to urn ib Grace of God into 
rr e that he on righ- 


„505 

- — e — Seer 

Mee Willard ſaith, . 

enge Chil ldrey of Ged. when 

to prove their Sincerity by. And, yet if your Opinit 
is true, it-is 2 Rule ;-all ought to be try d by it: 


! they are Hyporrites,i who cannot fand the Try. 


c Rom. . i 03-44; em as e Ain) 
805 * ü 4 n wot” a Fore | 


h the Terrors of the Law, and the abſolute. 


Het 1 mean ChrilRightcoulvels, 7 
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+ teofis before God, de dab Righreoufttſh 
_ wbuld/iguard' the Gofpet as much av Par ²ddid: 


will not be byaſs? 


agreable to his Word 


/ 
& 4.4.6 oa. 
4 4X. 


fi 26: 1 


and it any of your Heaters periſh'd,o their 
Blood would be upon their on Heads, © But 
10 be more ſearching, moxs critical & exact than 
the Apoſtles: were, is only to be wiſe abavt "thay 
whith 1,40r41in, and righitons over much. Some- 
times I think a long Courſe of legal and horrible 
Dark neſt, hach betray d you into ſuchSentimeprs 
for Miniſters are too apt to make theit on Ex- 
iences the Rule) and chat if you could but 
diveſted of this Byaſs, and ouer critically 
the Acts of the Apoſtles, you would ſee a. Sort 
of Pteaching _ different from es 
wiſh you may be guided aright; and you 
or be-byaſs'l in fardur f Mr." Brieg 
Writings: The further from Paulimu, N the 
neuret to Paul. However, if we ſfiould not fee 
Eye to Eye; I ſhall wiſn the Bleſßaglof Sd may 
any: never youJdeliver' in his Name, 


accompany: 
9 3 771 
Lou may remember, Sin that when ſwe had 
the Convertation above, Mr Beans Doctrine 
of Nepentance before Forgixeneſt was tal d upon. 
Ffind this Doctrine in the Propeſuls for Sub- 
ſoripriong alartmed Calviniſts in Ton and 
Country. Het hatherproſſed Himſelf fo,;ur Tt! 
with may be a little ſhocking to you: He ſalch, 
Hhat one ho hath truly repented of his Sins, 
Hatt no more Title to Forgiveneſs, according to 
Fav, than ano 5 10 nitent: 
<Becauſt'thar due Repentance dont hear ſq much 
99 une 11007 — 8 + OY” } Pts ? rtion 
5 4 N * — given. 2 from 
aul, Wit as much Froptiety, as * * | 
e be, Ward g 3> 
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Proportion to his Sins, as the ſrmall Duſt af tb 
« Balance to the whale materialdyſtem. Pag. 874. 
Howe ver, if the Proportion is not o grote tis 2), 
Something; and while it is a Sometbing, tho ne ve 
Jo ſmail;'\t turna the Goſpel: into Law After! 
wards he ſaith, the Man's Repantanct ia hub of: 
finite Warth © do war ben be comes-to Gi far 
Forgivenets,. be with him 2 ynite 
— —.— 1 — —— 
the old Proteſtants and Aſſembly - uf Deines: 
Tuben lay: we repent from Mercy z 
hi, tog. —— Metcy: I hope People will” 
not;be ve ——— part with their Catechifns: 1) 
Mr. 200 þ Erſtine think; enpreſſes a juſt Zeah 
againſt; abis Repentance, in his Sermap on thoſe 
Words :. — Mie leue bim, beraumſe bs love ud firſt. 
< How any Man (faith he) can «maintain; that 
actual Goſpel Repentance (which muſt be x7 
« Hark of ours, and a Piece of Sandtification/at: = 
64 leaſt) doth go before, and is neceſſary in order; 
«to Juſtification : Let the Judicious conſider, 
« &c. Again, that Goſpel Repe 
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I cau't forbeat re — Sn 
he miſrepteſents tha Doctrine ot thoſe, who differ. 
from. him : He ſa bold a Man may be 
ard ned and forgiveng\owd: yet br impeni tent 
7 . ell hold) any thing like it 
V. that Repentance ſprings from 
Aer ung him whom! we-bave pierced, 
morn Tec Be We from which + 
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Repentancs ſprings, always pur iſies the Heart; 
Act. xy. q. and that Perſon never was, nor can be 3 
fergiden, impenitent Perſan. His Doctrine of Faith: 
alſo merits ſome Obſervation. And here not to- 
inſiſt pon his putting Dependence on Chriſt in 
the firſt Act of Faith; by whicll it appeuts, thar 
ho had not then learned the nice Diſtinttion, viz. 
tbat there is only Confidence, hut not r in 
the firſt Ai of Faith; which was once thought. 
neceſſary to fave the Life of the Cauſe; he hat 
one very gtoſs Expreſſiom concerning Faith; h 
ſaith; it implies Repentance & Convegſiom, pag. 156. 
The Arminians will hold Juſtification by Faith, if 
Faith is underſtood to imply Holineſs, which is 
the fame thing with his Repentance' & Condur fon. 
The moſt (penetrating of them wl never fault 
l Divinity on bar Heath and will- laugh at 
him, if he faults vbeirs. I can' d help alſo taking 
Notice here how” he miſrepreſents the Faith & 
thoſe who differ from him, as if ãt was a believ- 
ing chat Chriſt died for me in particalay ; tha. 
God loves me more iban anotller Sinner. We are 
forever with our "Tongues and Pens declaring 
the Contrary. A Sinner hen he believes, ſees 
that every Sinner under Heaven hath 7 a 
Claim to the Mercy of God; as himſelf; he be- 
lieves the chief of Smners are woltome, & brings 
home the Hope of the Goſpel, with a mf, me : 
He learns not that Chriſt for him in parti- 
cular ; but by the Frais f -Faith, Theſe 
Doctrines of Faith and Repentance, as well as 
that of loving God only for loving us, he conti- 
nually objects againſt us: His Book coiiſiſts in 
a great Meaſure of -fuch Accuſations ; and the 
Maintainers of them are called Antinomians, Un- 
converted, and Infidels, foores of Times The 
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And I ſuppoſe he will not deny, that when 
in Boſton, he told a Gentleman, that every 

| ſe Divines, - were _ unconverted 
ap, une his 


| ih lim in it, vou are not 
guiltleſs in Sight of God. — But to draw 


towards a Concluſion I have uſed great 
Plainneſs "of Speech with you, Sir, which I 
ſhould never have done, had 1 I any Malice. a- 
gainſt you in my Heart. I have not been angry 
with you once fince yd pronounced me a Blaſ- 
phemer um n as tlie 1 
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May the Light af the Word eplighten; ax 
kneſs'; herein either of us; may bg-:04 
f. the, Way, may even his be. revealgh, 4e us 
i we are permitted to differ in: ur Sent 
ments, may we differ as becomes the Goſpel... 
2 —.— which debaſes Man, cxalts 
tes Holineſa. | 
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Time after, en 1 call'd upon you 
me to Repentance; you ſeemd to hope 
Bellamy, in his Supplement, which was "goin 55 
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